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Biter History vf the Jesuits. 
(Compiled from late English Publications.) 

Ienarius hoyola, the founder of 
the order of Jesuits, was born in Spain, 
in 1491. An accident which happenéd 
to him at the seige of Panipeluna, in 
1521, was the original ‘means of rais- 
ing him to the eminence which he oc- 
cupied as the patron of a new Society, 
which soon éclipséd the existing insti- 
tutions dependent on the Charch of 
Rome. His right leg having been 
broken, was unskilfully treated. Dur- 
ing the slow progress of his cure, he 
met with a life of the Saints, written 
in a romantic style, the reading of 
which most powerfully impressed his 
mind, and excited his inclination to 
seek distinction as a religious devotee 
and adventurer. He retired from 
the military profession, and employed 
himself in endeavouring to obtain dis- 
ciples. After having experienced va- 
rious obstacles in the expected accom- 
plishmerit of his projects, and being 
deserted by the first converts which he 
had obtained ‘in Spain, he succeeded 
at Paris im acquiring Le Fevre, whé 
had been his private tutor, and Fran- 
cis Xavier, who afterwards became so 
much celebrated as a missionary: to 
these he soon added Lainez, Salmeron, 
Bobadilla, and. Rodriguez. Accom- 
panied with these disciples, he re- 
paired, on the day of the Assumption, 
1534, to the church of Montmartre, 
near Paris, where, after mass, the 
whole seven, with a loud and distinct 
voice, took a vow to undertake within 
a prescribed time, a voyage to Jerusa- 
lem, for the conversion of the Infidels, 
to abandon every thing they possessed 
in the world, except necessaries for 
their voyage, and in case they should 
be unable to accomplish this object, 


Yor. II. 


—- 


to offer their services to the Pope, and 
to proceed under his orders wherever 
he might think. proper to send them. 
After interposin 
délay, during which the proposals of 
Ignatins were submitted by the Pon- 
un to the examination of three Cardi 
nals, Paul ITI. confirmed the Institu- 
tion by a Papal bull, dated the 27th 
of September, 1540. The Society 
of the Jesuits thus received its esta 
lishment, and the zeal of its founder 
and his coadjutors, pushed on its for- 
tunes with a rapidity which soon raised 
it to a height from which. it looked 
with proud superiority on every insti- 
tution that Papal authority had incor- 
porated, surveyed its own advantages, 
and prepared its attacks on the hber- 
ties and peace of mankind. Power 
and dominion were the objects to 
which the whole of its energies were 
directed. These it sought per fas et 
nefas: it employed a poltcs and a mo- 
rality in the order of its means, which 
unequivocally proclaim its true cha- 
racter, and identify its origin and its 
designs with a wisdom the reverse of. 
that which cometh from above, Ne- 
ver was prostitution carriéd so far to- 
wards its utmost point of profligate 
and shameful daring, as when the 
name of Jesus, the meek and Holy 
Saviour of men, was assumed as the 
appellation of this Society, origi 
conceived in the mind of a fanatic, 
and patronised and supported by Pa- 
pal tyranny, for purposes of guilt and 
mischief ! 

The progress of the Jesuits, and the 
extent of their acquisitions, may be 
learned from the following statement. 

In 1540, when they presented their 
petitions to Paul IIL they only 
peared in the number of ten, hr. 
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1543, they were’not more than twenty- 
four. In 1545, they had only ten 
Houses: but in 1549, they had two 
Provinces; one in Spain, and the 
other in Portugal, and twenty-two 
Houses : and at the death of Ignatius, 
in 1556, they had twelve large Pro- 
vinces. In 1608, Ribadeneira reck- 
oned 29 Provinces, and 2 Vice Pro- 
vinces, 21 Houses of Profession, 293 
Colleges, 33 Houses of Probation, 
93 other residences, and 10,581 Je- 
suits. In the Cata'ogue printed at 
Rome, in 1629, are found 35 Pro- 
vinces, 2 Vice Provinces. 33 Houses of 
Profession, 578 Colleges, 48 Houses 
of Probation, 88 Seminaries, 160 
Residences, 106 Missions, and in all, 
17,655 Jesuits, of whom 7870 were 
Priests. At last (according to the cal- 
culation of Father Jouvency) they had 
in 1710, 24 Houses of Profession, 
59 Houses of Probation, 340 Resi- 
dences, 612 Colleges, of which above 
80 were in France, 200 Missions, 157 
Seminaries and Boarding Houses, and 
19,998 Jesuits. 

The Jesuits formed their first esta- 
blishment in Portugal. In 1550, they 
succeeded in obtaining from Henry II. 
of France, through the influence of 
the Cardinal of Lorraine, into Whose 
favour Ignatius had insinuated himself 
at Rome, permission to erect a House 
and College. They found access into 
Spain almost as soon as they com- 
sp, their operations; and at 

ome, during the life time of their 
founder, they accomplished the erec- 
tien of two saperb Roman and Ger- 
man Colleges, and a commodious 
country-house, for the advantage of 
the air. These establishments were 
afterwards enlarged, and accoinmo- 
dated about six hundred of their mem- 
bers at Rome, whence they directed 
an agency over the world at large. 

The new Society excited the alarm 
of many individuals of the Romish 
Church, and appeared, to different 
incorporated bodies and other assem- 
bles, tao formidable and too question- 
able, to be permitted to proceed in its 
plans without notice. We are so well 
acquainted with the: jealousies and 
oppositions of the different orders of 
the Roman Catholic devotees, as to 


believe it to be a very possible circum- 
stance, that the resistance offered to 
the attempts of the Jesuits to establish 
themselves, might proceed from mo- 
tives not altogether pure; it would, 
however, be unwarrantable to attach 
this character to every instance of: op- 
position, and we may evidently pre- 
sume, that in some cases the appre- 
hension of danger was the -real con- 
viction of good minds. A better prin- 
ciple, we would hope, than that which 
receives its satisfaction from the secu- 
rity of external forms.of religion, and 
which trembled less for the dangers 
of the Church of Rome, than for the 
freedom and happiness of mankind, 
armed some superior minds with de- 
termined resolution to oppose the pre- 
tensions of a novel and dangerous in- 
stitute. Melchiorcano, 2 Dominican, 
distinguished for his learning and 
piety, publicly declared, when the 
Jesuits thought to establish themselves 
at Salamanca, 1548, that he saw in 
the Society “ the marks which the 
Apostle had assigned to the followers 
of Antichrist,” and avowed that he 
thought himself obliged to warn the 
people, in order that they might not 
suffer themselves to be seduced. - The 
Faculty of Theology at Paris, after 
a long-continued discussion, pro- 
nounced the following decision, on the 
Ist of December, 1554. he 

“ This new Society” (say they) 
“ appropriates particularly to itself 
the unusual title of the name of Jesus, 
receives with the greatest laxity, and 
without any discrimination, all kinds 
of persons, however criminal, lawless, 
ed infamous they may be—it with- 
draws from the obedience and submis- 
sion due to Ordinaries—unjustly de- 

ives beth temporal and spiritual 
de of their rights—brings distur- 
bance into every form of government, 
—and occasions many subjects of com- 
plaint, many law-suits, contentions, 
jealousies, and schisms, among the 
people. The Society, therefore, ap- 
pears to us to be dangerous in all that 
concerns the faith, calculated to dis- 
turb the peace of the church, to over- 
turn the Monastic Order, and more 
fit to destroy than to build up.” 

To disturb the peace of the Church, 
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and to overturn the Monastic Orders, 
were, in the view of these Theologues, 
dreadful evils: attempts of this kind 
were regarded by them with terror, 
only as they pointed the appéal di- 
recily homewards and interested the 
selfish feelings. Had the inroads of 
the Jesuits threatened no greater da- 
mage, they would not have prepered 
for them the condemnation appor- 
tioned to criminal proceedings. A 
more justly alarming and correct opi- 
nion of the new Society, was declared 
by George Bronswell,* the Catholic 
Archbishop of Dublin, in 1588, whose 
words are given in the following very 
remarkable passage. 

“ There is a fraternity which has 
lately arisen, called the Jesuits, who 
will seduce many; who acting, for 
the most part, like the Scribes and 
Pharisees, will strive to overturn the 
truth: they will go near to accom- 
plish their object, for they transform 
themselves into various shapes : among 
Pagans, they will be Pagans ; among 
Atheists, Atheists ; Jews among Jews ; 
and Reformers among Reformers, for 
the sole purpose of discovering your 
intentions, your hearts, and your de- 
sires. These persons are spread over 
the whole earth: they will be admit- 
ted into the councils of Princes, which 
will, however, be no wiser from their 
introduction ; they will infatuate them 
so far as to induce them to reveal the 
sreatest secrets of their hearts: they 
will be in no way aware of them. This 
will be the consequence of their ad- 
visers neglecting to observe the laws 
of God and of his Gospel, and con- 
niving at the sins of Princes. Not- 
withstanding, God will, in the end, 
in order to avenge his law, cut off this 





* Varan’s Annals of Ireland, reprinted 
at Dublin, in 1705, isthe authority for the 
preceding statement. A copy of the very 
curious discourse from which a part is 
quoted in the above extract, is inserted in 
the Harleian Miscellany: (Vol. V. p. 566.) 
it is there said to have been preached in 
Christ Church, Dublin, on the first Sunday 
after Easter, in 1551. The Archbishop’s 
name, as affixed to the Sermon, is Browne : 
ae was preferred to the Archiepiscopal 
See of Dublin, in 1535, and was the first 
~ Ireland who embraced the Reformation. 

ev. 
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Society even by thosé who have most 
supported and employed it; so that, 
at last, they will become-odious to all 
nations.” | 

Lainez, the oldest of Ignatius’s 
companions; a subtle character, and 
one who appeared to have had the 
greatest share in all the operations of 
ignatius, caused a General Assembly 
to be convened for the election of 2 
General! and, in the mean time, he 
succeeded in obtaining for himself the 
appointment of Vicar General, to go- 
vern during the interregnum. 

As soon as the Deputies appeared 
at the General Assembly, that skilful 
politician made themysign a kind of 
Formulary, the principal article of 
which was, that no other businéss 
should be proceeded on by the chap- 
ter, until a General should be elected. 

Pope Paul LV. having seen, how- 
ever, with jealousy, that the authority 
of the General of this Order, over his 
subjects was parallel with his own, 
had appointed Cardinal Pacheco to 
represent him at the Chapter, and to 
signify to it his determination ; which 
was, first, that the Generalship should 
not be perpetual, but only for three 
years, as in many other Orders; and, 
secondly, that the Jesuits should join 
in the public service of the Church, as 
was practised by other Orders. 

With a view to get rid of both these 
conditions, the Jesuits represented 
that they were unable to discuss any 
subject until the election of a gene- 
ral had taken place; they were there- 
fore suffered to proceed to it, and on 
the 2d of July, 1558, the choice fell 
upon Lainez. 

The election being once decided, 
no respect whatever was paid to the 
two demands of the Pope; he was 
much incensed at this; and when the 
new General came with many of his 
Order to announce the election to 
Paul IV. he treated them as rebel- 
lious subjects, and fomentors of he- 
resy, on the ground of their refusal 
to celebrate Divine Service in com- 
mon. He alsodeclared to them, that 
he objected to the Generalship con- 
tinuing more than three years. 

Notwithstanding this decision, and 
the formal notice which was given te 
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, them on the part of the Pope, by Car- 


dinal Trani,. the Jesuits passed a De- 
cree, on the 24th of e's 1558, 
pronouncing that the —— 
should be perpetual ; and on the 25t 
they presented a Memorial to the 
Pope,* in which they observe that 
they could not avoid declaring that it 
was more advantageous for the So- 
ciety that the General should not be 
changed during his life: we are, how- 
ever, they added, obedient children, 
-and quite ready to observe what your 
Holiness shall command. Their only 
object in these specious professions, 
was to amuse Paul IV. who was suf- 
ficiently advanced in life to lead them 
to hope that he would never see the 
end of the first three years. They 
were not mistaken; the Pope died 
shortly after, and the Generalship 
has remained perpetual ever since. 
Lainez was soon afterwards, (in 
1562,) commissioned by Pope Pius 
IV. to the Council of Trent, where, 
to the surprise and offence of many 
of its members, he gave full demon- 
stration of the subserviency of his.Or- 
der to the cause of Papal despotism. 
With consummate boldness he sup- 
ited the paramount authority of the 
ne over Bishops and Councils, 
and defended the abuses of the Court 
of Rome. It was this complete de- 
votedness to the interests of the Pa- 
pacy, which obtained for the Jesuits 
the favour and protection of the head 
of the Romish Church. In times less 
alarming to the sovereignty of Popery, 
the patrons of the Order of Jesuits 
might, in seeking to obtain its esta- 
blishment, have had to contend with 
insuperable difficulties. In the pro- 
ress of the Reformation, however, 
the Conclave perceived a greater dan- 
ger threatening its destruction, than 
it could discern in the proceedings of 
an Order composed of Romish devo- 
tees, though it might have been 
alarmed by the demand of the. singu- 
lar privileges claimed for the new in- 
stitute. ‘The German Princes were 
determined in. their support of Pro- 
testantism, and a large part of the 


-_---- 





* See the Decree and Memorial in the 
* Recueil des Decrets de la Premiere 
Congregation.” p. 44, edit. 1635, 


population of their states was de- 
tached from the Papal dominion ; 
France was already shaken with re- 
ligious agitation ; the light of the Re- 
formation was diffusing itself widely 
in England, and other countries; and 
that was now the policy to be adopted 
at Rome, which could best prevent 
further defections, and, if possible, be 
successful in regaining its lost influ- 
ence. 

The Jesuits proceeded with rapidity 
in their course towards the objects at 
which their ambition aimed. Repulses 
only served to stimulate them to fresh 
efforts; they returned with recruited 
energies to their attempts, which, in 
too many instances, were successful! 
in raising them to a “ bad eminence.” 
They intrigued for influence in every 
situation to which they could find ac- 
cess, and took care that no opportu- 
nity of introducing themselves into 
important situations should be lost. 
They became Confessors to Kings, 
Queens, and Statesmen, whose con- 
sciences they directed for the advance- 
ment of the most unhallowed ends. 
The Jesuits La Chaise and Le Tel- 
lier, were successively Confessors to 
Louis XIV. The latter of them, it 
will be remembered, signalized him- 
self by taking a conspicuous. part in 
that infamous measure, the Revoca- 
tion of the Edict of Nantes. For 
subtilty and treachery, for bad ends 
and bad means, for the flagrant dere- 
liction of all principles of honesty and 
honour, for guilty speculation and ini- 
quitous practice, the Jesuits have been 
pre-eminent. 


Tue Passton or Cars. 


Ir you look upon Christ preparing 
for his passion, it seems his only and 
most pleasing design; as he came intc 
the world for that end, so his whole 
life before it was but a prologue to it, 
only a walk to mount Calvary, it was 
his extreme desire. J have a baptism 
to be baptized with; baptized, indeed, 
with fire and his own clotted sweat o! 
blood ; yet this baptism, how am 2 
straitened till it be accomplished. 
Luke xii. 80. He had longing throw: 
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after it ; he did asmuch desire it as a 
woman to be delivered of her burden. 
Nay, it was his contrivance; he did 
lay plots that he might not escape it; 
for when a glorious miracle had broke 
from him, that did extort the confes- 
sion of his deity from men and devils, 
he charges these to hold their peace, 
and bids the other tell itno man: one 
reason of which was, lest the know- 
ing him to be the Son of God should 
hinder him from suffering. He gives it 
himself. Luke ix. 21, 22. he straitly 
charged and commanded them to tell 
no man that thing, saying, the Son of 
onan must suffer many things, and be 
rejected; now should they know I 
were the Son of God, they would not 
crucify the Son of glory. You see 
what care he takes lest he should not 
suffer: and just before his passion he 
came in triumph to Jerusalem, with 
songs and joy about him, as if death 
were the only pleasant thing, and his 
passion so desirable, that he would go 
ride to meet it, which he never did at 
any other time. And add to all this 
that the persen was the Son of God, 
to whom nothing could be truly .in- 
supportable; yet when this person 
comes to meet it, see how he enter- 
tains it, his soul ts exceeding sorrow- 
ful, he fell on his face to pray against 
it, and while he was in this condition 
an Angel from heaven came to 
strengthen him, yet he is still in an 
agony, and prays more earnestly, and 
his sweat was like drops of blood. 
Now it was the sense of sin upon him 
that made his blood run ont in clots, 
as it were flying from that sense ;, it 
was the apprehensions of the guilt im- 
uted to him, and the wrath which he 
foes was due to it, did make him ap- 
prehend his God (who was himself) 
was gee from him, made him cry 
out, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me? Now to say that all this 
dread were from the mere apprehen- 
sion of death, were horrid blasphemy ; 
the weanest martyr was never guilty 
of so much weakness. No, it was 
-from the sense of the iniquity that 
was upon it; it was because he was 


made sin for us; he was a man of 


sorrows, saith the prophet Jsaiah, be- 
cause in representation he was a man 
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of sins, for he bore our iniguities, saith 
the same prophet ch. 58. The Lord 
had laid upon him the iniquities of us 
all, and therefore he was oppressed. 
And so L have made it appear, that sin 
is the sting of death more than if your- 
selves did feel it by an experimental 
despair: for it is more that sin should 
make death terrible to the Son of God, 
than that it should make it msupport- 
able to you. And. therefore, befure 
death seize you, and prostrate you 
into his dust, this consideration may 
humble you into the dust and ashes of 
repentance ; this I say, if sin were 2 
sting that made death so insupporta- 
ble to. Christ, what will it be to us? 
If the apprehension of it, when it came 
armed only with the imputation of our 
guilt, (for he himself knew no sin) was 
so terrible to the Son of God, how 


shall we stand under it, when it brings. 


all our own iniquities to seize upon us? 
if he that was a person of the Trini 

could not bear the weight, how shall 
we sink under it? That which madé 
our Jesus in an agony, as if he meant 
to pour out his soul in his sweat, and 
pray, and cry out, and die, will cer- 
tainly be to us most infinitely beyond 
sufferance. Alas! what then will be 
our hope? We have certainly none, 
except we can by faith and repentance 
rid ourselves of this sin, which is thé 
sting of death, and makes it to be 
thus intolerable, [Allestree. 


An Easter Prayer after receiving the 
Holy Communion. 

O Holy and eternal Saviour, who 
art made both Lord and Christ, and 
by thy resurrection didst manifest the 
omnipotency of thy person, the truth 
of thy promises, and open a way to 
the everlasting glory and salvation, 
which thou hast prepared for them 
that give themselves up to serve and 
worship thee their Lord and God; 
pour down that blessed: influence of 
this thy resurrection on our hearts, in 
raising us from the death of sin to the 
life of righteousness. Be. thou our 
Lord and Christ, ruling us by thy 
Jaws, saving us by thy grace, and by 
thy spirit applying the mereies of thy 
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death, and so making us partakers of 
thy resurrection; therein turning us 
from our iniquities, hereafter in rais- 
ing us to glory. O Lord we have 
this day made a covenant of this with 
thee, and signed the articles of it in 
the blood of our God, swore to them 
at the altar: give us grace, we be- 
seech thee, to use the strictest care 
and watchfuiness in our endeavours 
to perform with thee. Regard not 
how we have in times past only 
mocked thee sacredly in these per- 
formances. OQ let it from this day be 
otherwise. We have been only ona 
stage of religion, when we are at our 


devontest performances; and having 


- turned our backs unto the church, 


turned them also to our duty, put off 
the vizards of religion, and we un- 
tired ourselves of all our piety almost 
as soon as the exercises of it were 
done; and howsoever we tied our- 
selves, our froward wills have been 
top strong for all our obligations, and 
burst out of them, broke all thy bonds 
asunder, and cast away thy cords from 
us; although we tied them with all 
things that were most solemn and 
most sacred, vows and oaths, and tied 
them before the body of our crucified 
Lord and Saviour, with the body and 
blood of Christ in our hands, as if we 
had no other desires, no other cares 
that should do us good, than as we 
were careful to keep those resolutions 
and vows; and yet, O Lord, we did 
let them instantly loosen and slack, 


pass by and fail. Yea we did break. 
them wilfully, and would not be held 


in by thine or our own bonds. O 
Lord, if thou look upon us in this 
ilt, sure thou wilt have no more to 

o with us, such false and perjured 
vow-breakers. But, O look upon usin 
thine own blood, which thou hast bid 
us pour out still toestablish and renew 
our covenant with thee; and let this 
covenant, wherein we have now taken 
thee to be our Lord and God, and 
taken thee who art so in us, remain 
inviolable: be there then with thy 
and and authority, subdue our 
earts and our desires, and bring 
them under the obedience of thy laws. 
Thou that art God Almighty, that 


didst conquer Death and Satan, bring 


it to pass that none of them prevail 
against thee now in our souls, where 
thou art: but use thy strength, -O 
Lord, to drive their power thence, 
that thy servants and thy people may 
not be enslaved to corruption and ruin, 
nor thy enemy gain souls from thee, 
which thou hast purchased with thy 
blood, that we having attained thee 
for our Lord and God, may claim the 
privileges of thy people here, have 
the watches, and cares, and securities 
that thou layest out upon thy treasures 
and the jewels of thy crown; and by 
thy body and thy blood being made 
one with thee, and thou being ours, 
all things may be ours, thy grace here 
and thy joys hereafter; thy Spirit 
may be ours, and thy Heaven ours ; 
and we in thee and thou in us, may 
all enjoy thy Kingdom, Power, and 
Glory, for ever. { Allestree. 


Report of the Proceedings of the So- 
ciety (in England, ) for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, for 1817. 

(From the Missionary Register.) 
DIOCESAN AND DISTRICT COMMITTEES. 


Arter a review of the proceedings, 
during the year, of the Committees 
at home, in the order of the respec- 
tive Diocesses in which they are esta- 
blished, the report reviews those in 
the Diocesses of Nova-Scotia and 
Calcutta. 

We shall extract the whole of what 
relates to India. 

In the Diocess of Calcutta, through the 
active superintendence and patronage o! 
the Lord Bishop, the designs of the So., 
ciety, in the establishment of Diocesan 
and District Committees, have been cat. 
ried into full effect. 


CALCUTTA DIOCESAN COMMITTEE. 


In the last Annual Report, the Genera 
Board had the satisfaction of stating, thai 
the Primary Meeting of the Diocesan Com 
mittee at Calcutta took place on the 22d 
of May, 1815. At this meeting, among the 
Resolutions adopted, all tending greatly 
to promote the several views of the So 
ciety, was the following: ‘ That the 
Reverend the Archdeacons of Madras anc 
Bombay be respectfully requested to take 
such steps for the establishment of Dis 
trict Committees, upon the plan of, anc 
in connexion and correspondence with, thi: 
Diocesan Committee, im the respectiyt 
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Archdeaconries under their jurisdiction, 
as shall seem to them most expedient and 
effeciual, for carrying the exertions of this 
Committee into every part of the Diocess.” 


MADRAS DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 


This request of the Diocesan Commit- 
tee was, with much readiness, complied 
with, by the respective Archdeacons; and, 
in consequence, a District Committee was 
formed at Madras, on the 21st of Aygust, 
1815, and, from their Minutes, transmitted 
through the Diocesan Committee at Cal- 
cutta, it appears, that, in October, the 
uumber of their subscribing Members 
already amounted to thirty-one; that a 
Select Committee had been appointed ; 
and that every exertion had been used to 
make the objects of the Society gene- 
rally known among the British residents 
throughout that Archdeaconry. 


BOMBAY DISTRICT COMMITTEE, 


In the Archdeaconry of Bombay the 
same good effect has followed the recom- 
mendation of the Calcutta Diocesan Com- 
mittee; for the Lord Bishop. being then 
at Bombay on his Visitation, presided at 
the Primary Meeting of the District Com- 
miitee on the 8th of June, 1816; when the 
several primary Resolutions were passed, 
which embrace the various objects of the 
Society, and which have been received by 
the General Board with much satisfaction. 
This Committee has also made a remit- 
tance of two hundred pounds; one-third 
as a benefaction, and the remaining two- 
thirds to be expended in books on the 
terms of the Society. 


CEYLON DISTRICT COMMITTEE. 


Early in the year a Letter was received 
from the Hon. and Rev. Mr. Twisleton, 
senior Chaplain at Columbo, acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of the last supply of books, 
which had been sent out to him by the So- 
ciety, at the suggestion of the Lord Bi- 
shop of London. He states that the books 
had been greedily sought for, and imme- 
diately distributed; and he expresses a 
wish that he may obtain a further supply, 
which he assures the Society would be 
most usefully bestowed. Since the above 
Letter, the General Board have hud much 
satisfaction in receiving the primary Re- 


‘ solutions of a District Committee, formed 


at Columbo, for the Island of Ceylon, at 
which his Excellency the Governor, Sir 
Robert Brownrigg, presided; which has 
received liberal encouragement by the do- 
nations of the Lord Bishop of Calcutta 
and the Archdeacon of Bombay, and, by 
the subscriptions already’ received, has 
been enabled to make a remittance to the 
Society of 1102. 

This Committee state also, that the 
Book of Common Prayer has been vrans- 
lated into Tamul, by Christian David, 
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formerly a pupil of the Society’s venera- 
ble and apostolic Missionary Swartz, and 
now Malabar Preacher in the Island of 
Ceylon; and that acopy of it has just 


- been sent to Calcutta, by his Excellency 


the Governor, -to be printed at the Seram- 
pore Press, entirely at his own private 
expense. ‘The General Board, desirous 
to give every assistance to the views of 
this District Committee, in their earnest 
wish to attach the people of the Island to 
our Established Church, who have already 
shown a general willingness to conform to 
our Ecclesiastical system, immediately 
granted a gratuitous supply of Books: and 
Tracts, to the amount of 200/. in addition 
to those which the Committee had re- 
quested ;, that the fullest effect might be 
given to their good wishes and zealous en- 
deavours for promoting the several objects 


. of the Society in that Island. 


Thus, by the exertions of the Lord Bi- 
shop of Calcutta, and the zeal witht which 
his unremitting endeavours, in behalf of 
thé Society have been seconded at the 
several Archdeaconries in British India, 
have Diocesan and District Committees 
been established; and the Genera] Board 
look forward, with sanguine hope, to the 
future success of these good designs for 
the promoting of Christian Knowledge in 
the eastern World. . 


EDUCATION AND SCHOOLS. , 


The increasing importance which at- 
taches to this branch of the Society’s de- 
signs, is shown by the great, ition 
which is every year made to the number 
of the children who receive education and 
religious instruction, by the benevolent 
exertions of the various Charitable Insti- 
tutions throughout the kingdom. 

The great and continued success of the 
NATIONAL society for the Education of 
the Poor in the Principles of the Esta- 
blished Church has enabled their Commit- 
tee to report to the Members of that So- 
ciety, that the number of Schools now in 
union is increased to One Thousand and 
Nine; and that to the One. Hundred 
Thousand Children who..were last: year 
receiving instruction in the Schools then 
connected with the Society, by this aug- 
mentation of the number of schools, Fifty- 
five Thousand had been added, making 
the whole number returned from the 
Schools at present in union, One Hundred 
and Fifty-five Thousand. Nor does this 
number include all those who receive in- 
struction on the same plan and principles ; 
for when the number is computed who re- 
ceive the same education in Schools not 
at present in union, it is estimated that 
the whole number who benefit by the wa- 
TIONAL SYSTEM. OF EDUCATION Cannot be 
less than Two Hundred Thousand. 

But, in addition to providing Books for 
the Schools which educate so large « 
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number, which, in consequence of a reso- 
juiion of the National Society, the Gene- 
ral Board undertook most eheerfully to do 
last year, when that resolution was com- 
municated to them, their assistance is in 
every case granted, when their Members 
apply for Books on the terms of the So- 
ciety, for the use of Schools with which 
they are locally or parochially connected ; 
and when the ready assistance which is 
given by the Diocesan and District €Com- 
Mittees for the furtherance of this great 
object is considered, it will be difficult to 
estimate the very great number of those 
to whom, in the important object of eon- 
veying religious education, the benefits of 
the Gociety extend. 

DISTRIBUTION OF BOOKS, TRACTS, AND PA- 

PERS. 

From April 20, 1815, to. April 18, 
1816, the following Books and Tracts 
were sold to Members, circulated gra- 
tuitously, or on account of the Royal 


Navy :— 
















Mem- | Gra-',, 4 

bers, | tuit. jem Tota, 
Bibles . . . . . « - | 24,471) 147] 60) 24,678 
Mew Testaments & Psalt@rs} 38,406 380/1 39,986 
Common Prayers . « | 66,048; 209 67,057 
Qther Bound Books 55,554; 117 
Smali Tracts . 788,387 6,590 795,637 


The Society has also issued gratuitously other 
Tracts and Papers, amounting to . . . - 219,752 


Grand Total for the Year ending April 18,1616, 1,202,961 

The Audit for the year ending 
April 25, 1817, having been conclude 
before the Report went to press, the 
distribution of Books, Tracts, and 
Papers for that year is also given, as 
follows :— 





Mem-|Gra- ail 

bers. |tuit. ad res 

Stemhugenlee —_———— 
Bibles . , . ] « « « | 23,484 113) 30) 23,627 


New Testaments & Psalters} 53,457' 268|2,880] 56,605 
Common Prayers . . . 87,53 49) 1,920) 89,498 
Other Bound Books . - | 52,430} 169) 750) 53,349 
SmallTracts . . . . . $730,650. 837/2,430/733,917 


956,996 
Other Tracts and Papers issued gratuitously, |262,448 


Grau Total for the Year ending April 25, 181%, 1,219,444 
FURTHER REDUCTION OF PRICE. 

In the last year’s Report the Board had 
the satisfaction of stating, that, by means 
of a different arrangement with the So- 
ciety’s Booksellers, they had been enabled 
to make a reduction of nearly 5/. per cent. 
on the prices of the Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, Common Prayer Books, and Psal- 
ters. From the additional allowance re- 
cently made by the two Universities, the 
Society have still further diminished their 
charge to the Members to the amount of 
6/. per cent. on the prices then fixed, mak- 
ing in the whole a reduction of 21/. per 
cent. on the former cost. 





ANABIC BIBLE. 


It is now several years since the Society 
became liberal contributors to the editior: 
of the Arabic Bible, begun by the late 
Professor Carlyle, with the intention ot 
distributing it where it might be of most 
service, when an opportunity should arise. 
The Board have great satisfaction in stat- 
ing, that the opportunity so much wished 
for has occurred, and that there is now 
every prospect of disposing to advantage 
copies of the Arabic Version of the Holy 
Scriptures. Through the kind assistance 
of one of their Members, the Rev. A. 
Hamilton, a channel has been found out 
for forwarding thig good work : and he in- 
forms the Board, that, at Aleppo, Mr. 
Barker, the British Consul there, will lend 
himself most readily to a service of this 
description; and, in Egypt, the Consul- 
General, Mr. Salt, will be equally disposed 
to give every facility in the prosecution of 
so desirable and important an object. On 
this prospect of receiving applications 
for the Arabic Scriptures, the Board im- 
mediately referred it to the East-India 
Mission Committee, to inquire into, and 
to report on the probable extent of these 
demands; and further, generally to super- 
intend the management and correspon- 
dence on the subject of the Arabic Im- 
pression, 


FOREIGN AND MISSIONARY PROCEEDINGS. 
6UUTH-CAROLINA. 


At the close of the last year, the Board 


had much satisfaction m receiving a com- 


munication from the Protestant Episcopal 
Society for the advancement of Chris- 
tianity in South Carolina. The Trustees 
of this Institution, conceiving that there 
existed an unity of design, and a similari- 
ty of operations in the two Societies, were 
anxious to acquaint the Board with the 
existence of their religious association, 
its constitution and bye-laws, its gradual 
progress, and its flattering prospects of 
future success and permanent utility. The 
Board received this interesting communi- 
cation with peculiar satisfaction ; and im- 
mediately directed, in compliance with a 
request therein contained, that the So- 
ciety’s Annual Reports for the last five 
years should be transmitted to them. 
They added also, as a mark of brotherly 
regard and Christian fellowship, copies of 
all the bound Books and Tracts on the 
Society’s Catalogue; and assured them, 
that any communications which they 
should think fit to make to the Society, 
would be cordially received. 


SYRIAN CHRISTIANS. 


Whilst the Lord Bishop of Calcutta 
was, in the course of his above-mentioned 
Visitation, laying the foundation of the 
Bombay and Ceylon District Committees, 
he twice visited the Syrian Christians, ane 
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had interviews with the Metropolitan, and 
at various times with the most learned of 
the Syrian Clergy and Laity in Malabar. 
He inquired very fully mto the antiquity 
of this singular Cormsunity, into their 
doctrine and discipline, then rules, cere- 
monies, and habits of life. Me found them 
ready both to receive instruction and to 
impart information; and, among other 
Syriac MSS. he obtained a copy of their 
Formularies and Liturgy, made out for 
him under the immediate inspection of 
the Metropoliten, from which he will pro- 
bably be able to obtain more authentic 
particulars respecting the actual tenets of 
this Church, than any of which the Chris- 
tian World are yet in possession, and to 
ascertain what is the degree of purity in 
which this extraordinary people maintain 
the principles of the Christian Religion, 


and in what degree they are found to sym- 


bolize with the Church of England. 
KAST-INDIA MISSION. 

The Members will in a former part of 
this Keport, have seen the progress which 
has been made in India, by the formation 
of Viocesan and District Committees. It 
only now remains to detail the present 
state of the Society’s Missiqnes. 

Several letters have been received from 
India, since the publication of the Socie- 
ty’s last Report. 

The Rev. Mr. Pzzold, in a letter dated 
at Vepery, the lst of March, 1816, ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the Society’s 
remittances for the preceding year; and 
communicates information of the death of 
the Country Priest Sattianaden. 

Several other letters have subsequently 
been received from Mr. Pzzold, as well 
as from Mr. Pohle, Mr. Kolhoff, Mr. Holz- 
berg, and from the Danish Missionaries, 
in which the most interesting particulars 
relate to the kind attentions which the 
several Missions connected with the So- 
ciety have received from the Lord Bishop 
of Calcutta, in the course of his Visita- 
tion. 

The Lord Bishop of Calcutta, in a let- 
ter dated at Negaarater, near Tranquebar, 
the 17th of February, 1816, reports, that, 
in the course of his Visitation through 
that part of India, in which alone Chris- 
tianity had made any progress among the 
Natives, he had availed himself of the 
“vote of credit granted him by the Society, 
and referred to in the Society’s Report for 
1814. Before his arrival at Tranquebar, 
accounts had reached him of the distresses 
of the Danish Mission, in consequence of 
the cession of that settlement by the 
British Government, by whom the Mission 
had been supported, and of the failure of 
its resources from Denmark. The Mission 
had contracted debts, for the payment of 
which the creditors had become urgent, 
and which it could liquidate only by the 
sale of property indispensable toward car- 
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rying on its designs. More than one hun- 
dred children had been dismissed from 
School, for want of means to support the 
Teachers.. In this state of things, the 
Rishop had thought it right, especially 
considering the relation that had long sub- 
sisted between this Society andthe Danish 
Mission, to grant to the latter, on the 
part of the Society, the desired aid; the 
nature and extent of which were made to 
appear in copies of a correspondence that 
had taken place on the occasion. 

The Danish Missionaries were most 
grateful for what had been done in their 
behalf; and a deputation of Christians, 
from ‘Uranquebar, had followed the Bishop 
from that place, a distance of sixteen miles, 
to assure his Lordship; that the children 
were all about to return to School, and 
that the hearts of many parents were made 
to rejoice. The Bishop trusted that the 
Society would approve of what he had 
done. 

The Bishop observed, that the Madras 
District Committee was going on very 
well; and that Mr. Pezold had agreed to 
furnish that Committee with books from 
the Mission Stores, on their engaging to 
account for them to the Society. 
Bishop desired that 962. tlie amount of 
what he had then advanced to the Tran- 
quebar Mission, might be paid to his 
agent, Mr. Seth Stephen Ward, of the 
Accountant-General’s Office, in Chancery- 
lane; which method he meant to adopt in 
future. 

His Lordship was then about to go to 
Tanjore, where he should not fuil to offer 
to his Highness the Rajah the thanks of 
the Society, for the countenance and pro- 
tection which he had long afforded to the 
Society’s Missions. 

Annexed to a duplicate of the above-de- 
scribed letter, and dated the 135th of 
March, 1816, were copies of a letter to the 
Lord Bishop from the Danish Missionaries, 
stating the sad circumstances of their 
Mission, adverted to in the Bishop’s let- 
ter to the Society, and soliciting relief; 
and of his Lordship’s reply to the state- 
ment and supplication of those Mission- 
aries; and of their receipt given to the 
Bishop, for the amount of the relief then 
furnished, viz. 240 Star Pagodas, or 96/. 

The Bishop os 5S on to observe, 
that he had examined the state of the Se- 
ciety’s Missions with some attention. The 
Tanjore and Trichinapoly Missions, from 
their contiguity and close relation, might 
be considered as one; and form to- 
gether, his Lordship observes, in a Chris- 
tian point of view, the noblest memorial, 
perhaps, of British connexion with India. 
To preserve it from decay, he recommends 
s and effectual aid. Mr. Pohle was 
far advanced in life, and his energies be- 
ginning to fail. Mr, Jacobi’s death had 
left him without a successor; and if none 
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were appointed, especially considering 
the insufficient establishment of Country 
Priests, the more distant Christian Flocks 
might be dispersed, and not reclaimed. 
Mr. Kolhoff would exert himself to the 
utmost; but no man could be equal to 


such a charge, considering that the con- 


gregations are spread through a district 
extending more than 200 miles. ‘The 
Bishop, therefore, suggested, that a vew 
Missionary be engaged, as svon as possi- 
ble; and that Mr. Kolhoff be allowed to 
employ three Native Priests, in addition 
to those already on the establishment. 

The bishop having had an interview 
with the Rajah of Tanjore, his Highness 
had assured him, that while the Scciety 
sent out such men as Mr Swartz and Mr. 
Kolhoff, their Missionaries should never 
want his protection. 

The Bishop, when at Vepery, finde 
that the Mission Press had been for a 
tong time unemployed, had desired Mr. 
Pzzold to submit a statement on the sub- 
ject, to Mr. Gerick¢’s executors, as trus- 
tees of the Mission property; and should 
they report the Mission funds to be inad- 
equate to support the expenses of the 
press, he purposed to set it to work again 
without delay ; the burden not being like- 
ly to be great, and there being in store a 
good supply of printing paper and ink, &c. 

Another letter from the Bishop of Cal- 
cutta, to his agent, Mr. S. S. Ward, hav- 
ing advised him that he had made a se- 
cond draft on the Society for 96/. to be 
applied, as the former sum had been, 
toward the preservation of the Mission 
Schools at Tranquebar; these two sums 
have been advanced by the Society, with 
feelings of gratitude to his Lordship, for 
his judicious and seasonable application 
of the powers vested in him, for the be- 
nefit of the Missions in India, connected 
with the Society. 

The solicitude expressed by the Mis- 
sionaries, for an additional appointment 
of the assistants in their Missions, deno- 
minated Native or Country Priests, has 
led the Society to agree, that, if two or 
three natives shal! be found fit to be in- 
vested with that office, and shall receive 
ordination according to the ritual of the 
Lutheran Church, the customary allow- 
ances shall be made to them; and the 
Missionary, Mr. Holzberg, who had been 
suspended from the exercise of his func- 
tions in connexion with the Society, in 
consequence of reports and representa- 
tions to the prejudice of his moral charac- 
ter, having transmitted testimonies of a 
more favourable nature, thé Society, tak- 
ing advantage of that knowledge and 
sound discretion which, it is certain, would 
be acted upon by the venerable Bishop of 
Calcutta, have requested the favour of his 
Lordship to investigate, as far as he can, 
the true state of the case, respecting Mr. 
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Holzberg; and, if he see fit, to inform 
him and the other Missionaries, that Mr. 
Holzberg may again resume his functions 
in connexion with the Society. 

It is painful to the Society’s Mission 
Committee to‘have to report, that no sa- 
tisfactory tidings have yet reached them, 
of suitable persons to be united with their 
Missionaries in India, in a work that has 
been long carried on, and, through -the 
blessing of God, has confessedly been 
productive of much good. ‘The Luthe- 
ran Churches in Germany and in Denmark, 
and particularly the sources there, whence 
used to issue a supply of well-educated 
and zealous Missiunaries, in consequence 
of the calamitous occurrences that befel 
those vountrics during the revolutionary 
wars, have experienced so much evil, as 
to unhinge their powers of action, and 
to occasion difficulties where none used 
to be expefienced. Correspondence, how- 
ever, is still entertained with the reputa- 
ble professors of Halle, in Saxony; anda 
hope is encouraged of the arrival of two 
Missionaries, for the Society’s establish- 
ments in India; respecting whom, if they 
do arrive, it will be a happy circumstance, 
should they furnish the same measure ot 
promise as was furnished in the ever-to- 
be-lamented Jacobi. 

Respecting the worthy Bishop of Cal- 
cutta, it may be interesting to the public 
to know, that he has made a very exten- 
sive circuitous visitation, which lasted 
nearly twelve months. After leaving Ma- 
dras, he travelled over land, through the 
whole of the south of India, by Cape Co- 
morin to Cochin, from which place he 
went by sea, to Bombay, where he re- 
mained four months, endeavouring to for- 
ward the objects of lis high office. From 
Bombay, after ——s at Goa, and vi- 
siting the Convents and Churches, and at 
Cananore, where he administered the rite 
of Confirmation, he proceeded to Ceylon, 
and spent ten days at Columbo. In the 
course of this visitation, he had had the 
happiness of seeing every thing that could 
be considered as at all important, with 
reference to Christianity. 

By the aid furnished to the Tranquebar 
Mission, on the Society’s account, as be- 
fore stated by the Bishop, there is reason 
to. believe, that that establishment has 
been saved from ruin, and its effects from 
confiscation. 

On the settlement of a District Com- 
mittee at Columbo, the Bishop, availing 
himself of the vote of credit granted to 
him by the Society, was likely to promote 
the printing of a Cingalese version of the 
Look of Common Prayer, which would 
be very useful, and could not well be 
otherwise accomplished. He had engaged 
a conpetent person to make the transla- 
tion, without expense. This book had 
been printed, in the Tamulian language, 
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at Madras; toward which Government 
had given 2007. and the Bishop 407. and 
a copy from Ceylon had been taken to 
Calcutta, to be printed: so that if the 
work be well done, the doctrine and wor- 


ship of the Church of England will be ~ 


accessible to the Tamulian, or Malabar 
natives. 

Of the governor, (Sir Robert Brown- 
rigg,) of Ceylon itis not possible to speak 
too warmly, either im his public capacity, 
or on account of his private worth. He 
devotes his whole time and attention to 
the happiness and improvement of the 
people committed to his charge. Chris- 
tianity is making a slow, but the Bishop 
thinks, a sure progress under his auspi- 
ces. He is building Churches, and found- 
ing Schools, and making the best provi- 
sion in his pqwer for converts who make 
any sacrifices by their conversion. The 
Society for Promoting Christian Know- 
ledge can only pray God that his blessing 
may attend such efforts. . 


FUNDS. 

The accounts of two years are 
given in this Report: the first, from 
April 20, 1815, to April 18, 1816; 
and the second, from April 18, 1816, 
to April 24, 1817. : 


RECEIPTS. 

Of the Year 1815-16. 
Benefactions and legacies, 5,413 8 10 
Annual Subscriptions 8,655 12 3 
Dividends of various funds 5,808 8 6 





19,877 9 7 
Receivedon accountofbooks 27,291 8 10 





47,168 18 5 


Of the Year 1816-17. | 
Benefactions and legacies 6,251 2 104 
Annual) Subscriptions 11,684 10 3 
Dividends of various funds, 6,300 0°11 





24,235 14 Of 
Received on account of 








Books ... .. . 35,986 2.114 
60,221 17. 0 
EXPENDITURE. 


East-India Mission. 
The amount of Salaries and Gra- 
tuities to the Missionaries in the East- 
Indies was, for the year. 1815-16, 


1,0977. 10s. 1d. and, for the year - 


1816-17, 1,035/. 14s. 7d. In this 
last year, the sum of ]92/. 3s. was 
advanced tothe Bishop of Calcutta, 
in part of 10002. voted by the Board, 


Maternal Education. "5 


aye 4 Books. 

The amount of Books and Pack- 
ets delivered to Members, on the 
terms of the Society, between the 
Audits of 1815 and 1816, was 82,3571, 
7s. 8d. of which 19,7741. bs. 6d. was 
the Members’ part, and 12,582/. 14s: 


2d. the Society’s part. Between the 


Audits of 1816 and 1817, theamount 
was 31,310/. I4s. of which 19,4631. 
14s. was the Members’ part, and 
11,8471. that of the Society. 
Other Expenditure. ~ 
The remainder of the Expenditure 
consists of payments on, account of 
Books distributed gratuitously, ;the 
Family Bible, Printing Reports, An- 
nuities to Missionaries and expenses 
of the Scilly Mission, Salaries to Of- 
cers, and Incidentals. 
/ , 
Maternal Education. 
' Let us imagine to ourselves how an 
affectionate and pious mother will in- 
struct her children. Let us observe 
with what attention she marks each 
movement of the infant mind, with 
what instinctive power she reads in the 
countenance of her child the feelings 
and passions which agitate him within, 
with what quickness and judgment 
she represses the first rising of every 
evil disposition and temper, how gently 
but how powerfully she fosters ety 
opening tendency to what is good, 
how anxiously and carefully she in- 
vestigates the minutest traits of her 
child’s character: and with what wis- 
dom and discretion she directs all her 
teaching to the cure of those. evils to 
which his nature is most prone, while 
she adapts her language, her manners, 
her instruction, so as to insinuate it- 
self most deeply into those avenues to 
the heart which his peculiar character 


leaves most accessible. While she,. 


with maternal tenderness, calls forth 
the affections and the gratitude of.the 
child towards herself; while she re- 
counts the benefits which she has con- 
ferred, and points out the anxious caré 
with which she has watched over hié 
welfare ; she stops not here, but while 
the heart of the child warms under the 
recollection of blessings whose sweet- 
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ness it each day and hour experiences, 
she impresses on his softened heart 
the truth, that she herself, and all the 
good which she communicates, as well 
as ten thousand other gifts, are de- 
yvived from the God and Father of afl, 
whose tender mercies are over all his 
works. In the same spirit she directs 
his attention to the works of nature ; 
and as his eye sparkles with delight at 
their beauty, their fragrancy, or their 
taste, she calls his attention to the 
proof thence derived, of the power 
and goodness of their great Maker. 
‘Together with these impressions, she 
instils a constant sense of the presence 
of the Most High; she shows her 
child how wicked it is to offend the 
Author and Giver of so much good— 
what a fearful thing it is to incur his 
displeasure, who is infinite in power 
and holiness. She thus encourages 
the first movements of conscience ; 
and as this important sense unfolds its 
yower, and the child begins to learn 
yom its many faults and its broken 
resolutions, that it has sinned, and 
that it is weak, and frail, and perverse, 
the history of man’s fall, and the 
wonders of man’s redemption will be 
taught by her, not as abstract propo- 
sitions, but as experimental and prac- 
tical truths. In imparting all this 
knowledge, the mother’s aim will be 
at the heart of her child: she will 
not be gatisfied unless she excites in 
its mind a feeling of real contrition 
when it offends, and a sense that in 
prayer it must seek that strength 
which it so greatly needs. She will 
weep with her child over the faults 
which it has committed : she will join 
with it in prayer for forgiveness and 
strength. And thus will she endea- 
vour, with the Divine blessing, to 
teach it to abide in the fear of God 
all the day long, and to bring every 
thought into subjection to the obedi- 
ence of ‘Christ. 

As the mind of the child opens, and 
his faculties expaud, his parent’s 
instruction takes a wider range. He 
becomes more acquainted with God 
as his Creator, Preserver, and Re- 
deemer ; the vast obligations which 
bind him to fear, to serve, and to 
love him, begin to open themselves 


before his view, and his mother loses 
no opportunity of fixing them vpon 
him individually. All other know- 
ledge is made subordinate to this, or 
ministers to its attainment. He per- 
ceives that this heavenly wisdom is 
the great object of his mother’s de- 
sires, aud that it constitutes her chief 
happiness and delight. When the 
time arrives that he is qualified to 
read systematically the sacred Scrip- 
tures, his mother is his guide to those 
fountains of living waters. With 
what holy reverence, with what so- 
lemn awe, does she open the sacred 
volume! Yet has that reverence and 
awe nothing of austerity or gloom. 
Her features express that peace and 
joy in believing, which fills her soul ; 
and the smile of maternal tenderness 
which she casts on the young immor- 
tals committed tq her care assumes 
the benignity of almost a guardian 
angel. In reading the Scriptures, 
her chief anxiety will be to bring 
truths home to the circle around her ; 
that the word of God may be “ a lan- 
tern to their feet, and a light to their 
paths ;” that they may judge of all! 
things by “ the balance of the sancs 
tuary,” and thence from a just esti- 
mate of the value or emptiness of the 
several objects which men pursue. In 
every discovery which her childrer 
make in Divine truth, the careful 
mother points against the peculiar 
faults of their characters; and thus 
attempts to form their judgments di- 
rect their affections, and regulate their 
will, by the model of Holy Scripture. 
Such ‘is a feint outline of an educa- 
tion truly religious; such is the in- 
struction, by which maternal piety has 
often.aimed,-and not seldom with suc- 
cess, at training the souls of children 
foreternity> [Christian Observer. 


Eighth Annual Report of the Board of 
Managers of the New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society. ; 


_ To preserve and disseminate a. know- 
ledye of the true God, and of Jesus Christ, 
whom he hath sent—to secure to the world 
the ‘inestimable benefits flowing from the 
pure system of Gospel morals—to brin 

men, by faith in Jesus Christ, and te 
the sanctifying influences of the Holy 
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Ghost—to walk religiously in good works 
during their earthly pilgrimage—and, 
finally, to advance them to the eternal 
inheritance purchased by the sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God:—these are the objects 
for which Scripture declares the Church 
of Christ was established upon earth. 
Admitted into that Church by. baptism, 
men are received into covenant with God 
through Christ. In its various ordinances 
duly administered, they have means of 
attaining to a knowledge of the conditions 
of the covenant, and receiving, through 
the promised blessing of Heaven, those 
aids of divine grace by which the condi- 
tions can be performed, and the everlast- 
ing blessing that is covenanted, be re- 
ceived. : 

This is the gracious plan, simple, in- 
deed, in appearance, but full of wisdom 
and mercy, whereby God hath revealed 
his purpose “ to deliver from curse and 
damnation those whom he hath chosen 
in Christ out of mankind, and to bring 
them, by Christ, to everlasting salvation, 
as vessels made to honour.” 

Bearing this in mind, we perceive the 
consistency and propriety of making the 
command to baptize co-extensive with that 
to spread the Gospel; and of the care 
which the Acts of the Apostles, and their 
several Epistles evince that they took, 
thoroughly to organize the Church, as in- 
separable from the fulfilment of their 
great commission to disseminate the reli- 
gion of their Master, and from securing 
the benefits thereby designed. 

In the purpose of Providence, thus 
clearly evinced, we see marked out the 
plan to which the members of the Chris- 
tian Church in all ages should adhere, 
in their efforts to promote the diffusion 
of religious truth and practice. The Church, 
as a visible society, should ever be recog- 
nized; her enlargement and due organi- 
zation should be sought, as one with the 
promotion of the religion of the Gospel : 
thus, shown to be God’s chosen instru- 
ment in furthering the spiritual and eter- 
nal interests of men, she should be 
strengthened by her members in this great 
work, and her honour should be sought 
in its promotion. 

It was this evangelical principle that 
gave birth to. the Society on whose con- 
cerns we are now called to report. Hum- 
bly and gratefully cherishing the belief 
that they were attached to a communion 
possessing a ministry proceeding in an 
unbroken line from that set apart by our 
Lord in person; and in doctrine, disci- 
pline, and worship, approaching nearer 
than any in its day, to those which were 
hallowed by apostolic usage; her first 
members thought it their duty to stand 
forth in the name of their Church, in 
the cause of God, and by their efforts 
make her an humble instrument of pro- 


moting his glory, and the spiritual and 
eternal interests of men. 

To further this pious design, they or, 
ganized the Society new assemb in 
the early part of the year 1809, having 
for its object the distribution of the Bible 
and the Book of Common Prayer. The 
former, their Church had taaght them to 
regard as the only, and the sufficient 
source of religious and moral instruction— 
of sanctifying and saving faith—of cheer- 
ing and consoling hope—of righteousness. 
unto life eternal. _ By her large and cha- 
racteristic use of itin her daily and oc- 
casional services, she had taught them to 
consider its general dissemination as the 
only effectual means of extending the in- 


fluence of pure religion and morality. In 


no way, then, could they regard theiy 
Church more legitimately occupied, or 
acting in greater consistency with her 
principles and practice, than in the dis-. 
tribution of this sacred volume. 

were glad to aid her, and were happy to 
advance her honougv in so good and great 
a work. ' 

Their second object was the distribu. 
tion of the Book of Common. Prayer. 
They naturally concluded that when the 
serious perusal of the word of Ged had 
been blessed with the happy effect of rous- 
ing the careless to a sense of their danger, 
and exciting them to ask “ What shali 
we do to be saved” then to put into their 
hands this book, which. they as 
familiarly and affectingly explaining and 
enforcing the truths of the Gospel ; as 
providing them with the best prayers for 
pardon, for thorough conversion, for di- 
vine illumination and guidance; as in 
structing them in the primitive doctrine 
and organization of that Church, in union 
with which, and in the devout participa. 
tion of whose ordinances, their Bibles 
taught them, are to be found the bless. 
ings of God’s covenant with man; as im. 
mediately preparing the way for the pur- 
est, most affecting, and most, edi ing 
ministrations of the ambassadors of Hea. 
ven: they naturally concluded that then. 
to second the encouraging impression 
made by the inspired volume, by the gift 
of this next best book, would be using 
the mean most promising success, of bring- 
ing to perfection the work of grace up- 
on their hearts. 

In anticipation of the continued ex!s- 
tence and operations of the Society, they 
chose to establish a permanent fund, the 
interest of which should be disposable, 
and thus lay the foundation of permanen: 
and much greater ultimate usefulness, 
rather than to enlarge their immediate 
operations by the disbursement of what. 


was early collected by the liberality of — 


their fellow members of the Church. The 
good effect of this provision is shown jn 
the fact appearing in the subjoined report 
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Book. Thus, while the Prayer Book is 
given, at a cheap rate, to all similar in- 
stitutions, the members of this Society 
will be’ furnished with it for their use or 


of the Treasurer, that we have at present 
a permanent fund of § 4509 85. Not: 
withstanding the temporary check which 
the establishment and maintenance of this 
fund has necessarily given to the active 
operations of thie Society, they have been 
enabled to expend upwards of $ 3000 in 
the purchase of Bibles and Prayer Books, 
for gratuitous distribution. Including a 
donation of 500 Bibles, and 500 New- 
Testaments, from the extensive and cha- 
racteristic benevolence of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, the number of vo- 
lumes gratuitously distributed by this 
Institution since its establishment, is 2240 
English, and 100 French Bibles, 500 New 
Testaments, and 3331 Common Prayer 
Books. Grand total, 6171. Of these, 350 
Bibles, and 565 Prayer Books have been 
distributed in the course of the past year. 

By the divine blessing upon these ope- 
rations, we may humbly hope that good 
has been, and still will Ge effected, in the 
dissemination of religious knowledge, in 
the increase of practical piety, in the en- 
larging of the borders of the Church of 
Christ, in the improvement or preserva- 
tion of her members in evangelical doc- 
trine and holiness. We are cheered, in- 
deed, by the certain knowledge, that, in 
a degree, our exertions have been thus 
blessed. 

By an arrangement of the Board for that 
purpose, the Bibles and Prayer Books 
distributed within the past year, bear the 
name of this Society on their title pages. 
The same will hereafter be unitormly the 
ease. 

A difficulty has been found to arise from 
the smallness of the type in the Prayér 
Books generally distributed; rendering 
them, in a great measure, useless to those 
whose eyes are affected by disease or the 
natural infirmity of age. We hope this 
difficulty will soon he obviated by the use 
of the stereotype plates of the 8vo. size, 
the determination of the Board to procure 
which was last year reported. We have 
anticipated an increase of patronage by 
obtaining them, and hope that the [friends 
of the Church will manifest their appro- 
bation of a measure which we deomed of 
essential importance, by favourably an- 
swering the application, which it will be 
necessary to make, for contril:tions to 
meet the expense thereby meurrec!. 

A plan has been adopted for the distri- 
hution of the 8vo. Prayer Book, which ap- 
peared to the Board to possess advantages 
over that of the ordinary gratuitous cir- 
culation. It is given to members of this 
Society, to Auxiliary Societies, and to 
all institutions which embrace the dis- 
tribution of the Prayer Book within 
their objects, at the rate of one copy 
per annum, for every dollar annually 
contributed; leaving the contributor the 
choice of a Bible instead of the Praver 
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distribution. The small sized Prayer 
Book will continne to be gratuitously 
distributed as usual. 

What this Society has been enabled, 
through the Divine blessing, to effect, 
has brought to our knowledge the im- 
mense field of usefulness yet unoccupied. 
From every quarter we are continually im- 
portuned for the Word of Life, and the 
invalnable Liturgy of our Chureh. Will 
her friends endure to hear that we are too 
frequently obliged to be importuned im 
vain? Will they suffer it to remain an 
unhappy fact, that even this diocess, (te 
which the labours of this Institution have 
been confined,) is suffering for the want 
of aid which it is not in our power to ex- 
tend? Will they be indifferent to the 
circumstance that an increase of patrons 
age will enable us to be powerfully in- 
strumental in planting and nourishing our 
Church in every newly settled town and 
village in this state? The Liturgy, com- 
pared with the Bible, will speak for itself 
—will subdue prejudices—will excite pi- 
ous attachment—will prepare the way, 
and powerfully second the faithful servi« - 
ces of the missionary or settled pastor. 

Reflection on the immense field which 
yet exists for the operation of this and si- 
milar institutions, snd on the great in- 
terests which are at stake, gives us much 
pleasure in reporting the addition to the 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Societies 
in this diocess, of that for the counties 
of Washington and Essex and parts ddja- 
cent, established within the past year 
We are also happy again to notice the 
Auxiliary Society of this city. It conti- 
nues not merely to exert itself, but to ins 
crease its exertions. It has reduced the 
wholesale price of the Prayer Book ordi- 
narily distributed, to the low sum of $30 
per 100. The recent report of the Board 
of Managers, forwarded by them to this 
Board, states that 623 Bibles, and 5239 
Prayer Books have been issued from their 
depository during’ the past year. Of the 
latter, a large proportion were sold at 
the reduced price. 

It is further, a source of pleasure to 
record, among our most zealous coadju- 
tors, the congregation of St. John’s Church, 
Canandaigua, Ontario county. From funds 
aised among themselves, (it is believed 
the balance of their communion collections, 
after the necessary appropriations for the 
relief of the poor,) they have, within a 
few months, distributed 30 Bibles, 250 


Prayer Books, and 2700 religious Tracts ; 
and all this, immediately after ee 
solely at their own cost, one of the hand- 
somest churches in the diocess : and con- 
nected with very Liberal contributions for 
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meeting parochial expenses. The thanks 
of this Society, and the Church at large, 
and the approbation of all good men are 
due to them. Their example is worthy 
of imitation, and it is sincerely to be 
hoped, will provoke it. 

The institution of “ The Protestant 
Episcopal Missionary Society of Troy, 
Lunsingburgh, and Waterford,” and of 
“‘ The Ladies’ Association of the cityof 
Troy, for the assistance of Students who 
intend to take Grders in the Episcopal 
Church,” has given further and pleasing 
evidence of well directed zeal for the 

eat and good cause in this diocess. 

In sister states, also, the members of 
our Church have manifested their regard 
for her, by exertions having for their ob- 
ject her efficiency in the promotion of 
Christian knowledge and piety. We are 
confident you will hear with pleasure, of 
the establishment of a Bible and Common 
Prayer Book Society in the town of Wor- 
thington, (Ohio) and its vicinity. Your 
Board (in answer to a communication from 
them,) have expressed to the managers 
of that Society the pleasure its institution 
affords them ; and their wishes and pray- 
ers for its success in the all important work 
of promoting the pure and primitive re- 
ligion of the Gospel in that interesting 
section of our country. This we. have 
done. Our hearts’ desire was to do more— 
to send them that aid in the prosecution 
of their pious objects for which they na- 
turally look to this favoured portion of 
the Church. But with ability greatly un- 
equal even to the supply of wants at home, 
we were denied the rich satisfaction of 
lending a helping hand, in their first ef- 
forts, to these distant brethren. 

Information has also been received of 
the existence of the following Societies 
formed for pious purposes, by members 
of our Church; all of them, it is believed, 
instituted within the past year :—* Pray- 
er Book and Tract Association of the East- 
ern Diocess,” “St. Peter’s, (Salem,”) and 
*Merimack,”’ Branches of the above; “‘Mas- 
sachusetts Episcopal Missionary Society,” 
** Massachusetts Episcopal Prayer Book 
and Tract Society,” “ Protestant Episco- 
pal Society of New-Milford, Connecticut,” 
** The Female Episcopal Society of Shrews- 
bury and Middletown for promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge and Piety, auxiliary to 
the Episcopal Society of New-Jersey,” 
** The Paterson Church Missionary Soci- 
ety, in aid of the Missionary fund of the 
Church in New-Jersey,” “ The Episco- 
pal Female Tract Society of Philadelphia.” 
** The Missionary Society of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church of North-Carolina.” 

We are confident our fellow-members 
will rejoice with us in the success of every 
Fort for diffusing the religion of the 
Gospel; and unite with us in admiration 
and gratitude for the zeal in this great 
work which characterizes the present age, 


and is shared by all who profess the name * 


of Christian. At the same time, a con- 
scientious regard for the evangelical sen-. 


timent, that the Church should be recog-. © 


nized in these efforts, and that she should 
be strengthened in them, as the instru- 
ment designed by Providence ultimately 
to effect the victory of the Gospel, and 


establish its universal reign, excites inus ~ 


peculiar interest for those associations of 


her members which recognize this fanda- 


mental principle. 

As of this character, and established 
with views for which every pious heart 
must rejoice, we notice, lastly, the re- 
cent establishment, in this city, of the 
Protestant Episcopal Sunday School So- 
ciety. Under the general superintendence 
of the Bishop of the diocess, and a Board 
of Clergy and Luy Managers, and with 
each School under the particular charge 
of the minister of the congregation to 
which it is attached, and of Directors 
chosen from the same; it exhibits the de- 
lightful spectacle of the Church taking 
the children of poverty from idleness, 
vice, and misery, and bringing them to 
Christ for his blessing in time, and through 
eternity. 

These institutions, and many others of 
earlier date, afford encouraging evidence 
of piety and zeal on the part of the mem- 
bers of our Church. They cannot adopt 
a method for the promotion of the objects 
they have in view, more proper or more 
useful than by thus strengthening her 
hands for the promotion of the interests 
of religion. Can this be better effected 
than through such an agent? .** All glo: 
rious within,” and with “clothing of 
wrought gold,” justifying her pretensions 
to identity with the spouse of Christ, 
bearing in her right hand the blessed vo- 
lume of inspiration, and in her left, a 
system of doctrine and practice drawn 
from that volume, preserved from earliest 
times, and sealed by the blood of martyrs ; 
she would call men from the service of 
sin, and offer them guidance in paths of 
holiness and virtue; she would reinstate 
them in that unity of spirit, and bond of 
peace, which were once the characteris 
tics of the disciples of the Lamb. Receiv- 
ing them into covenant with God, exhort- 
ing them to a true and living faith, dis- 
pensing to them appointed means for the 
conveyance of the strengthening and sanc- 
tifving influences of the Holy Ghost the 
Comforter; she would minister to their 
purest happiness, their consolation in eve- 
ry trial, their victory over every assault 
of the spiritual enemy, their support and, 
hope in the awful hour of dissolution, and 
their everlasting joy in the inheritance of 
the saints in light. 

By order of the Board, 
BENJ. T. ONDERDONK, Secretary 
Wew-York, Feb, 25th, 1818. 
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80. - ~ Miscellaneous. - 


The disbursements during the past year 
have been, 
Of disposable fund : 
To balance from last account § 44 75 
To cash paid Kirk & Mercein, for 
* 350 Bibles . ) © on ae 
For advertising in the Gazette - 5 12 
Do. in the Mercantile Ad- 
vertiser - - = - - 437 
Do. inthe Commercial - 4 00 
Do. in the Evening Post - 1 50 
To cash paid T. & J. Swords for 


565 Prayer Books - - - 215 00 

To cash paid do. for printing An- 
thems - + + + - 800 
% 501 47 





Of permanent fund: 
To cash paid Prime, Ward, and 

Sands, for two shares inthe Ea- , 

gle fire Company - - $260 00 
To balance carried tonew account 73 65 


$ 333 65 
The credits within the above period 
have been, 
Of disposable fund : 
By cash from S. Delanoy, collected 
from Subscribers, after deduct- 
ing hiscommission- - ~- 131 40 
By cash fromia Subscriber- - 5 00 
By cash for six months dividend 
on 30 shares in the Eagle fire 
Company - - - - - 135 00 
$y cash for three quarters divi- 
dend on $ 200 state 7 per cent. 
stock - - o 2. © HH 
By. cash for 12 months dividend on 
"10 shares in the Mutual Insur- 
ance Company - - : - 435 00 
By cash for six months dividend 
on $2 shares in the Eagle fire 
Company 144 00 
By cash for one quarter dividend 
on $180 state 7 percent. stock 5 15 
By balancecarried tonew account 27 42 





——— 


$501 47 








Of permanent fund : 
By balance from the last account $95 69 
By cash collected in'FrinityChurch 202 96 
by cash for 10 per cent. redeemed 

on $ 200 state 7 per cent. stock 20 00 
By cash for 5 per cent. redeemed 

on $200 state 7 per cent. stock 10 00 
By a donation received in Novem- 

ber from J. Booth of Skeneate- 

las by T. & J. Swords . ae 
$ 333 65 


————= 
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The Treasurer of the Bible and Com- 
mon Prayer Book Society has received, 
since the first of February last, on account 
of tle permanent fund of the Society, 
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$ 237. 96; and has expended, in the pur- 
chase of two shares in the Eagle fire Com- 
pany, $260. The balance remaining this 
day to the credit of that fund, as per ac- 
count current, is $73 65. The increase 
of that fund, during the past year, is 
$ 207 ¥6; the present state of it is as 
follows; viz. 

Thirty-two shares in the Eagle 


fire Company, cost - - %3667 60 
Ten shares in the Mutual Insur- 
ance Company . - -, 598 60 


One hundred and seventy dollars. 
state 7 per cent. Stock - - 170 00 
Cash - - - - . - 73 65 





Total arhount, $ 4,509 85 





The receipts om account of the dispo- 
sable fund, during the same period, amount 
to $474 5; and the“sum expended for 
350 Bibles, 565 Prayer Books, and sundry 
incidental charges, to $ 456 74, reducing 
the balance due the Treasurer, as per his 
account current, to 27 42. 

The sum at the disposal of the Board 
of Managers, for the present year, will 
be about $ 412 00, arising from. 
Dividends cf stock - - -$344 90 
Annual subscriptions, about .- 120 00 





§ 464 90 
Deduct— 


Balance due the Treasurer 27 42 
Contingent expenses, about 25 00 





52 42 
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% 412 48 
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Errors excepted. 
GULIAN LUDLOW, Treasurer. 
——- 
BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER. 

Crenermen of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, the Managers of Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Societies, and alt 
other persons who associate for the pur- 
pose of distributing, gratuitously, the 
Book or Common Prarer, are respect- 
fully informed, that large quantities of this 
manual are now on hand, and will always 

be kept for their accommodation, at t 
Brste asi Common Prarzer Boox Depro- 
strony, No. 160 Pearl-street, New-York. 
The book is printed uniformly with those 
heretcfore issued from the same place, 
and will be afforded to Societies, Associ- 
ations, Clergymen, and other benevolent 
individuals who putchase for gratuitous 
distribution, at THIRTY CENTS EACH. 
The public can be supplied with Prayer 
Books at thirty-seven and a half cents 
per copy; booksellers and others 
purchasing quantities, will be furnished, 
either bound or in sheets, at a remarkably 
veduced price. 

Varch 17. 


T. & J. SWORDS. 








